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School of Biomedical Sciences

Standard Operating Procedures

	Title
	Operating the Embedding Centre

	Date
	11/04/2022

	Location
	Bld:       65 Skerman    Room: 210

	Equipment 

Custodian
	Contact: Darryl Whitehead
	Expert User:
Darryl Whitehead

	Task
	Embedding Centres present a rapid form of tissue mounting and sample preparation. These machines have multiple hot surfaces and contain large quantities of hot liquid wax. Care and attention must be directed at their use and to the hazards of the system. 



	Pre start checks


	· Complete SBMS OH&S Induction and local histology induction

· Obtain equipment specific training provided by the Senior histologist

· Read and understand SOP and Risk Assessments

· Book appropriate device using the SBMS Online Booking System

	Safety considerations
	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): 
Lab coat or gown

Fully closed shoes

Gloves

Safety glasses as required

General precautions:
1.  Take care when using to avoid hot surface areas as they may cause burns

2. Avoid contact with hot wax as it may cause burns

3. Always validate that a sufficient amount of wax is within the stock tank and it is fully melted before usage

4. Clean all tissues from the machine upon completion of its usage

5. Take care when obtaining new metal trays as they may contain melted wax, even when in the storage area

Emergency Procedures: 
In the case of emergency, 

All incidents should be reported to the Facility Staff and Manager, Ext 51929, Safety Coordinator, Ext 53221, and/or Security 53333.

All injuries must be reported to SBMS HSW Management, Ext 53221 or 51269, Building Management, Ext 53105.
All incidents and injuries must be recorded in the UQ Incident and Injury Database.

	Procedure
	1. Validate machine is on or depress On/Off switch

2. Validate liquid wax is available by opening the top chamber

3. Add wax when required

4. Place all specimens into the holding tray and allow wax to melt

5. Obtain appropriate metal mounting chambers and place on hot plate

6. Identify and position desired forceps and tools, and position to your comfort

7. Add hot wax to first tray and maintain on hot plate

	Legislative requirements
	· AS 2243.6 Safety in laboratories, mechanical aspects
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