School of Biomedical Sciences

Standard Operating Procedures

	Title
	Ethanol Usage

	Date
	24 Oct 2014

	Location
	Bld:       64 MacGregor                    Room: 126

	Equipment 

Custodian
	Contact: Darryl Whitehead
	Expert User:
Darryl Whitehead

	Task
	Use of ethanol involving the dilution of the chemical and the mixing with other chemicals remains a hazard in the lab. This activity should always be done within a fume cupboard if possible or remote to other users. One should always wear gloves, a lab coat and safety glasses before using ethanol. 

No exposure to flames and use remote to flames


	Pre start checks


	· Complete SBMS OH&S Induction and local histology induction

· Obtain equipment specific training provided by the Senior histologist

· Read and understand SOP and Risk Assessments



	Safety considerations
	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): 
1. Lab coat or gown

2. Fully closed shoes

3. Gloves

4. Safety glasses 

General precautions:
· Always calculate the mixture of chemicals and known quantity before opening the samples.
· Mix with other chemicals as instructed by Senior Histologist or by written instructions provided

· Never open ethanol in proximity of open flames

· Emergency Procedures: 
In the case of emergency, 

All incidents should be reported to the Facility Staff and Manager, Ext 51929, Safety Coordinator, Ext 53221, and/or Security 53333.

All injuries must be reported to SBMS OHS either to Robyn Oram, Ext 53221, Neville Barry, Ext 53105, Bruno Ray, Ext 52724, or Lawrie Myers, Ext 51269.

All incidents and injuries must be recorded in the UQ Incident and Injury Database.

	Procedure
	1. Obtain all chemicals required and place in mixing area of preparation room.
2. Open and obtain the required amount of the ethanol

3. Add documented quantities as required or according to documented methodologies 

4. Reseal supply bottle and return it to the chemical cabinet


	Legislative requirements
	· AS 2243.6 Safety in laboratories
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