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School of Biomedical Sciences

Standard Operating Procedures

	Title
	Operating the dishwasher

	Date
	6 November 2014

	Location
	Bld:       64                    Room: 126

	Equipment 

Custodian
	Contact: Darryl Whitehead
	Expert User:
Darryl Whitehead

	Task
	The dishwasher is primarily used by Histology facility staff to place rinsed glassware and dissection tools in for thorough industrial cleaning with detergents and hot water.

	Pre start checks


	· Complete SBMS OH&S Induction and local histology induction

· Obtain equipment specific training provided by the Senior histologist

· Read and understand SOP and Risk Assessments
· 

	Safety considerations
	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): 
1. Lab coat or gown

2. Fully closed shoes

3. Gloves

4. Safety glasses as required

General precautions:
· If glassware breaks, check for any cuts and attend to any injuries first. Notify Histology staff. 

· Carefully remove any large pieces of broken glass with forceps first. Then using forceps continue to remove all visible fragments of broken glass. Finally use wet paper towel to wipe up the area and dispose of all glass waste in yellow sharps bins.

· Rinse all used glassware thoroughly in the sink with distilled water prior to loading the dishwasher.
· Remove all labels from glassware.

· Remove all plastic parts from glassware ie bottle caps/ bottle seals
· Never place thermometers, magnetic stirrers, or any plasticware into the dishwasher.
· Emergency Procedures: 
In the case of emergency, 

All incidents should be reported to the Facility manager, Ext 51929, Safety manager, Ext 53221, and/or Security 53333.

All injuries must be reported to SBMS OHS either to Robyn Oram, Ext 53221, Neville Barry, Ext 53105, Bruno Ray, Ext 52724, or Lawrie Myers, Ext 51269.

All incidents and injuries must be recorded in the UQ Incident and Injury Database.

	Procedure
	1. Check the dishwasher racks. Remove any glassware that has been cleaned.
2. Rinse glassware thoroughly in the sink. Remove all labels from glassware. Remove all plastic parts from glassware. Rinse metal dissection tools.

3. Load the dishwasher. Place larger or heavier items on the bottom rack. Always ensure items are securely placed. Loosely secured items will move during the wash and may cause other glassware to break and cause damage to the dishwasher. Do not try to over load the dishwasher.

4. Once dishwasher has been loaded, add a detergent tablet into the detergen dispenser. Check the rinse aid level, and fill if low.

5. Close the dishwasher. Press the power button.

6. Check the settings are set to ‘pots and pans’, ‘intensive lower basket’, and ‘turbo’. This cycle should be approximately 2 hours.
7. Press ‘Start’ to run. 

8. The dishwasher will turn off automatically post-run.
9. When the run has ended, put on new gloves and remove clean glassware.

	Legislative requirements
	· AS 2243.6 Safety in laboratories, mechanical aspects
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