School of Biomedical Sciences

Standard Operating Procedures

	Title
	Using the chemical spill kit

	Date
	30 October 2014

	Location
	Bld:       64                   Room: 126

	Equipment 

Custodian
	Contact: Darryl Whitehead / Robyn Oram / Lawrie Myers
	Expert User:
Darryl Whitehead

	Task
	Safe clean up and decontamination of a chemical spill in the Histology Facility.

	Pre start checks


	· Complete SBMS OH&S Induction and local histology induction. In this training you will be shown the location of the spill kit, and how to manage a chemical spill.
· Be aware of locations for the nearest emergency eye wash, and safety shower.

· Read and understand Risk Assessments, SOPs, and Chemeritus SDSs for associated chemical use. This will prepare you for chemical spill incidences.
· Always refer to correct chemical SDS before attempting to clean up an identified chemical spill.

	Safety considerations
	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): 

1. Lab coat or gown

2. Fully enclosed shoes

3. Gloves

4. Safety glasses 

General precautions:

Ensure persons cleaning up spills are not exposing themselves to harmful chemicals. Inform Security / Environmental Engineer if spilt chemical is an environmental hazard. If so, prevent chemicals from entering drains.
· Emergency Procedures: 

In the case of emergency, obtain SDS and inform Histology staff immediately.
All incidents should be reported to the Facility manager, Ext 51929, Safety manager, Ext 53221, and/or Security 53333.

All injuries must be reported to SBMS OHS either to Robyn Oram, Ext 53221, Neville Barry, Ext 53105, Bruno Ray, Ext 52724, or James Lynch, Ext 51260.

All incidents and injuries must be recorded in the UQ Incident and Injury Database.

	Procedure
	If people have been injured, contaminated or affected, give immediate first aid. Follow first aid instructions on associated SDS.
If chemical spill is minor:

1. Determine what has been spilt and consult SDS.
2. Do not re-enter the lab if SDS indicates respiratory protection is required. Place a “DO NOT ENTER” sign on any entrances to the laboratory (signs are located in the spill kits on all levels).

3. Re-enter lab to clean up spill if it is small and of a low risk nature (eg. Dilute / low toxicity etc.). Follow spill clean-up procedure outlined in SDS, if confident.

4. Turn off ignition or heat sources if safe to do so.

5. Increase ventilation: open windows, turn on fume hood, activate extraction boost.

6. Place absorbent or neutralising material over the spill if appropriate. Powdered materials should be covered with paper towel if compatible to avoid dispersal. DO NOT USE any agents unless you have consulted the SDS.
7. Decontaminate any contaminated materials or equipment.

8. Remove contaminated gloves, clothing, and any other garments and dispose of directly into a plastic bag. Wash hands and arms thoroughly.

9. Dispose of any waste or absorbent materials via clinical waste bins or Chemwaste containers.
10. Notify Facility staff and complete an online incident report via the UQ injury and incident reporting system.
If chemical spill is moderate – severe:

1. Evacuate laboratory if necessary, ensure all persons have left area with personal belongings, and contact Histology Facility manager Darryl Whitehead and WHSO Robyn Oram.

2. Determine what has been spilt and consult SDS.

3. Do not re-enter the lab if SDS indicates respiratory protection is required. Place a “DO NOT ENTER” sign on any entrances to the laboratory (signs are located in the spill kits on all levels).
4. Contact UQ Emergency on x53333, if spill is of a toxic, flammable, or corrosive nature, or if spill is of a large volume, or if the chemical is unknown. 
5. Activate “break glass” alarms for major uncontained spills.
6. Evacuate to safety point outside Level 2 Macgregor building to await further instruction from Fire Warden.
7. Notify Facility staff and complete an online incident report via the UQ injury and incident reporting system.

	Legislative requirements
	· AS 2243.6 Safety in laboratories, mechanical aspects
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